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Marina Ottaway — what are the chances for the movement to go on once the

government comes out of its surprise and understands what is happening?
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Marina Ottaway — Protest movements play an important role, by definition, by
calling attention to certain issues that are being neglected and in mobilizing
people around these issues. Ultimately, they are only successful if changes

are made on the ground. | can think of 3 ways of having impact:

1. Putting pressures on governments and here there is an important
question: what are the demands that governments are more likely to respond

to?

2. The relationship with political parties should force them to put these
issues in their agendas. No one mentioned whether this was part of the

strategy.

3. Protest movements transform themselves into something else, i.e.,
becoming a political party or an organized movement. Can you locate trends
of these transformations and strategies? (Imposing and finding solutions

rather than just exposing the problem.)
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Marina- all protest movements have ultimate political goals. The movements
are trying to reach fundamental political problems first by raising social issues

and economic issues (this is the entry point).

There are other organizations like in Kuwait and Bahrain that go directly to

political challenge, to the regime itself.

Which tactic is to work in the end?
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Nathan Brown- we heard 4 very diverse political experiences. The commonalities |
heard are not necessarily common experiences but common questions that all 4
movements have to address. There are three questions and let me mention one

common question that | expected to be addressed but | was not:

1. How much to focus on daily issues and how much to focus on a broad
political agenda?

2. How to focus on broader political issues? It was very interesting that when
we heard the Bahraini and Egyptian experiences mentioned, among the broad
demands that you described as deep and fundamental as a new constitution.
Whereas in the Tunisian and Jordanian experiences, we heard some coverage of
political issues but they tend to focus on smaller range issues rather than
fundamental political reconstruction.

3. The relation with established opposition forces and parties: on the one hand
they might be conceived as natural allies and on the other hand they might be
suspicious of other competitors. The established political opposition is hampered in
most countries are hampered by a very restrictive legal environment.

4. The question that might have been addressed and was not has to do more
with means. We heard mentions of print media and new media... but when I think
of opposition movements outside legal frameworks in other regions | think also of
certain tools like strikes and demonstrations.
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Marina — all presentations are starting from the basic assumption that political
systems are closed, and this is why | think you chose to work outside the official
political systems. You are not participating in elections. But it seems to me that
different groups have adjoined different conclusions concerning what to do when
faced by these closed systems. Leftist groups act in reaction to this situation by
withdrawing temporarily from direct political action, i.e., not to put political pressure
on the governments on main political issues, such as the constitution and so on.
The choice has been to go to grassroots politics or the origins of the leftist
movements, that is to start from legal issues and bred and butter issues. It is

striking how many movements have the words bread and prices in their names.

On the other side, | hear from groups, mainly coming from Egypt and Bahrain, that
also have chosen to stay outside the political system but still believe in the
possibility of forcing the government to consider some of the very fundamental
political issues that the political parties failed in making governments take said
issues into consideration. Question addressed to those that have fundamental

demands:

- Ahmad Maher expressed political and economic political demands that
make a new political system and pose a radical change. If the political system is so
closed and you have chosen to work from outside, what is it that make you stand?
That at this time it is possible while working from outside to put enough pressure on
governments to get those concessions on fundamental issues that the formal
political process could not get. These big issues affect the strategies of groups.
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