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A settlement of the nuclear issue would not have a significantly negative effect on the Russian-Iranian

External factors will continue to create room for cooperation between Russia and Iran. But the for-
mation of any comprehensive strategic alliance with Tehran is still not in Moscow’s interest because it
could harm Russian dialogue with others, including Isracl and Gulf Cooperation Council countries.

Russian-Iranian economic cooperation has limits. To capitalize on opportunities available, Moscow and
Tehran have to determine to what extent and in what areas real economic cooperation is possible.

Russia and Iran must determine in which political spheres their collaboration makes sense and can be
effective—in other words, where they can go beyond mere consultations. On certain issues, the Rus-
sian and Iranian positions are close, but it is not certain that the two will agree.

Without clear answers to these economic and political questions, further progress on the dialogue
between Moscow and Tehran is unlikely.
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